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Debugging Your First Web Ap plication  
 

This tutorial will show you how to write a basic web application, and debug the client side script 

using the BlackBerry Plug-in for Microsoft Visual Studio.  The application will display the GPS 

coordinates of a spot in the city of Waterloo. 

The following is required to be able to use this tutorial: 

 MS Visual Studio® Standard/Professional 2008  with Service Pack 1  

 ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎϯ ·t ƻǊ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ±ƛǎǘŀϰ όон-bit) 

 1GHz Processor or above  

 1Gb RAM or above  

 BlackBerry Plug-in for Microsoft Visual Studio 

For help with setting up your environment please look at the tutorial How to set up Microsoft Visual 

Studio for Mobile Devleopment found on the BlackBerry Developers Web Site 

(http://www.blackberry.com/developers). 

If you are ready to proceed, launch Microsoft Visual Studio. 

 

Figure 1 

http://www.blackberry.com/developers
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Introduction  
 

In this tutorial, we will go over the following: 

 How to create a new web site 

 How to set the BlackBerry Simulator to be your default browser 

 Debugging your web site using the BlackBerry Simulator 

 

Please note that you can find more information about the BlackBerry Plug-in for Microsoft Visual 

Studio in the developer video section and the documentation found online at the BlackBerry 

Developer web site (http://www.blackberry.com/developers).  Further documentation on Microsoft 

±ƛǎǳŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛƻ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ 

 

Development  

Creating a new web site  
1) From the file menu, selŜŎǘ ΨbŜǿΩ ǘƘŜƴ Ψ²Ŝō {ƛǘŜΩ 

 

Figure 2 

http://www.blackberry.com/developers
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2) Choose the type of Web Site you wish to create (for the purposes of this tutorial, we will 

begin with an empty web site) 

3) Select the location of the web site (this will be the location on your computer that the actual 

files are stored on) 

4) /ƭƛŎƪ ΨhYΩ 

 

Figure 3 
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5) Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ  wƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά!ŘŘ bŜǿ LǘŜƳΧέ 

 

Figure 4 
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6) {ŜƭŜŎǘ άI¢a[ tŀƎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ƭŜǘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ άƛƴŘŜȄΦƘǘƳέ and then click 

ά!ŘŘέ 

 

Figure 5 
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7) hƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǘȅǇŜ άIŜƭƭƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜ ƛǎΥ ά ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ǘŀƎǎ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ 

below 

 

Figure 6 
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8) Set the default browser to be the BlackBerry Browser, by right clicking on the project and 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜ ²ƛǘƘΧέ 

 

Figure 7 
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Figure 8 
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9) Right click on the index.htm file in the projŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά{Ŝǘ !ǎ {ǘŀǊǘ tŀƎŜέ 

 

Figure 9 
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10) {ŜƭŜŎǘ .ƭŀŎƪ.ŜǊǊȅ .ǊƻǿǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{Ŝǘ ŀǎ 5ŜŦŀǳƭǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ άBrowseέ 

a. Note: The first time you run the debugger, the BlackBerry simulator and MDS 

Simulator take some time to load up properly, on subsequent runs, you will not 

need to close either simulator and the load time will be significantly quicker 

 

Figure 10 

 

The page you created should now be displayed in the BlackBerry Simulator through the Browser.  To 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƻǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ 

the front end code and then save them.  This will deploy the changes onto the Microsoft Visual 

Studio server, and you will only need to refresh the BlackBerry Simulator browser page. 
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You will now need to enable JavaScript on the BlackBerry Simulators browser. 

1) tǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ.ŜǊǊȅ ƳŜƴǳ ƪŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άƻǇǘƛƻƴǎέ 

 

Figure 11 
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2) Lƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜǊ /ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ WŀǾŀ{ŎǊƛǇǘέ ŀƴŘ ά!ƭƭƻǿ 

WŀǾŀ{ŎǊƛǇǘ ǇƻǇǳǇǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

 

Figure 12 

3) Exit out of the options and accept the changes being saved 

Making Changes to the Page 
1) Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǿ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ are two projects.  One being a proxy 

project and the other being your own local copy.  You can leave the simulator running and 

make changes to your local.  The remote project will automatically be updated when you 

save and the internal server that Visual Studio is running will be updated with the latest 

code. 












